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McCULLOCH ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. Electricity for the Rural Area
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Re:

OffIce Of The SecretarY
Federal CommunIcatIons CommiSSIon
1919 M St. N.W.
WaShIngton, D.C.

Dear SIr:

I'm enclOSIng a COpy of correspondence recentlY malled to all
four CommIssIoners expressIng my concern about the Notlce of
Proposed Rule MaKIng that was released .)n December 14, specIfi­
cally as It pertaIns to the SectIon 19 programmIng access prOVl­
Sions of the recently-passed cable 0111. I felt you should have
thlS correspondence on fIle.

Encl.
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Electricity for the Rural Area
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February 4. 1993

The Honorable James Guello
Federal CommunIcatIons CommISSIon
1919 M St. N.W.
WashInqton. D.C. 20554

McCULLOCH ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

Dear Mr. Quello:

I am the DIrector of Member SerVIces at McCulloch ElectrIC
Cooperative. Inc .. a consumer-ownea not-for-profit rural utilIty
that provIdes electrIC serVIce to some 5000 meters in the heart
of Texas. In our ::;er'Vlce ar~ea. tne maJor"lty of our member"s are
unable to receive cable serVIce due tc) theIr remoteness. To have
communIcatIons WIth the world. many have Invested In expenSIve
satellIte dishes and SUbscrIbed to orooramming. The cost for
thIS programmIng dIscrlmInatorilv nIgh. on averaqe fIve tImes
more than what cable operators pay for It. and completely unJus­
tifiable.

My utility, along WIth hundreds of ut1lIties liKe 1t around
the country. worked long and hard to secure the inclusion of the
cable bill's SectIon 19 programm1ng access prOVIsions in order to
protect our consumers from the cable Industry's prIce-gouging.

Th1S letter 1S to acqua1nt YOU WIth my concernIng about the
NotIce of Proposed Rule MaK1ng that was released from the FCC on
December 24, speCIfIcally as It pertaIns to the SectIon 19
Programming access prOVISIons of the recently-passed cable bill.
You IndIcated that harm agaInst the dISh marKet would have to be
establIshed before the FCC could Issue regulatIons to correct It.
I assure you that thIS harm not onlY eXIsts. but that 1t 15 also
an ongOIng problem WhICh robs hundredS of dollars per year from
each of my satellIte TV-watchIng neIghbors and consumers. I am a
professional and a satelll te TV pr"cqrarn !;ub:3cr~lber' and I know the
prIce dIfference IS for real.
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McCULLOCH ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. Electricity for the Rural Area

I urge you to once agaIn reVIew the duty the U.S. Congress
charged YOU wIth: namelY to Issue regulatIons WhICh will en­
courage competItIon In the VIdeo marketplace and brIng an end to
the unJustifIable dIscrIminatIon agaInst the non-cable vldeo
marketplace bv cable-owned programmers. On behalf of the
thousands of home satellIte dlSh owners lIVIng ln rural Texas. I
hope your flnal rule fulfIlls this obllgatlon.

SIncerely.

Jeanagavle Behrens
DIrector of Member SerVIces

J8/

cc: Off1ce Of the Secretary. FCC
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